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PALO ALTO & MENLO PARK
Private Piano Lessons
ALL LEVELS - ALL AGES

Experienced teacher
Reasonable rates

(650) 838-9772
Call Alita Lake at:

Call to schedule
FREE 

Introductory 
Session

www.youtube.com/user/PianoStudio94301

PALO ALTO HIGH SCHOOL 
FLEA MARKET

50 Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto 
(corner of El Camino and Embarcadero) 
(650) 324-FLEA(3532)    palyflea@gmail.com

MOVED TO SAT., SEPTEMBER 19

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
OUR PARTNER

JOSEPH W. COTCHETT
Named By

The SAN FRANCISCO and 
LOS ANGELES DAILY JOURNAL’S 

TOP 100 ATTORNEYS IN CALIFORNIA 
2015

Cal Poly B.S. in Engineering; Univ. of Calif. Hastings College of the Law, J.D.; Fellow of the 
American College of Trial Lawyers; The International Academy of Trial Lawyers; Interna-
tional Society of Barristers; American Board of Trial Advocates; National Trial Lawyers Hall 
of Fame; U.S. Army Reserves (Ret.); Special Forces Airborne, JAG Colonel; Recently Ranked 
Number One for Northern California Super Lawyers by his peers 

COTCHETT, PITRE & McCARTHY, LLP
840 MALCOLM ROAD | BURLINGAME, CA 94010 | (650) 697-6000 | WWW.CPMLEGAL.COM

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA | LOS ANGELES AREA | NEW YORK

“An individual who cares about our profession, our judiciary 
and those who are underprivileged in our society.”

              - Judge of the United States District Court

Dresses, sweaters, boots, mens, shirts, coats, 
jackets & costume jewelry and more...

WAREHOUSE SALE

831 VILLA STREET, (@Castro)
MOUNTAIN VIEW
(650) 254-1970

All items under $20

FRI-SAT-SUN  12-6PM
THIS WEEKEND!

MIRANDA ordered her 
skinny green tea latte in 
the trendy coffee shop on 

Ramona Street. She was there meeting 
with her niece Christi, who was plan-
ning to marry a 20-something start-
up tech billionaire, whom she didn’t 

love, feeling that she 
could not pass up the 
opportunity for great 
wealth.

As Miranda placed 
her tea order, the 
young cashier said, 
“Perfect.”

Why is this perfect, the cynical part 
of  Miranda wondered?

The clerk was a young blonde 
woman, nicely dressed, with a big 
smile, who looked and sounded like a 
robot. Her badge said “Taylor.” She 

was so thin and buff  that Miranda 
thought she had an eating disorder.

Then Miranda realized that she 
was going into her judgmental mode. 
She had learned in her 12-step group, 
Adult Children of  Alcoholics, that 
when she judged others, that she was 
actually, on a deeper level, channeling 
the negative parental attitudes from 
her childhood that had been direct-
ed toward herself. She was trying to 
defl ect these attitudes outward.

She took another look at the young 
clerk who was now saying “perfect” 

to the next customer. The girl was ob-
viously obsessed with her appearance, 
and trying to look “perfect.” 

Miranda wondered if  the girl 
was from Palo Alto, a teen with an 
afterschool job in a coffee shop. Or 

did teens from Palo 
Alto no longer work 
afternoon jobs in 
the local stores, the 
way she and many 
of  her friends had 
done when she was 
growing up?

Miranda thought 
of  her own jobs after school selling 
tickets at the Varsity Theater, and later 
at Keystone Palo Alto.

She looked around the coffee shop. 
Most of  the customers were focused 
on the screens of  their phones, and 

small laptops. She believed that the 
epidemic of  autism that had swept 
the country in recent decades was 
rooted in children growing up in front 
of  television sets, and now computer 
screens.

“They learn language and oth-
er social behaviors from electronic 
devices,” she thought, “and not from 
real human beings.”

Miranda walked to the table where 
her niece Christi was sitting. Christi 
had decided to marry a slightly autistic 
young tech man with billions of  dol-
lars, whom she did not love, because 
it was too good an opportunity to 
pass up.

The two women hugged again, and 
began their discussion of  Christi’s 
love life.

The story continues Monday.

This is part 5 of  a 24-part 
fi ctionalized serial appearing in 
the Daily Post, written by John 
Angell Grant with illustrations 
by Steve Curl.

Sometimes being ‘perfect’ is irritating

MIRANDACHRISTI

PALO ALTO ODYSSEY


