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2023 East Bayshore Rd, PALO ALTO  (650) 326-6414

 Auto,boat & airplane interiors.
Convertible tops, leather seats, headliners, carpets etc.

AUTO UPHOLSTERY

PALO ALTO & MENLO PARK
Private Piano Lessons
ALL LEVELS - ALL AGES

Experienced teacher
Reasonable rates

(650) 838-9772
Call Alita Lake at:

Call to schedule
FREE 

Introductory 
Session

www.youtube.com/user/PianoStudio94301

FIGONE TRAVEL GROUP

FIGONE 
TRAVEL GROUP
IS A FAMILY OWNED AGENCY 

FOR OVER 77 YEARS.
We specialize not only in CRUISES, but we also 
have , LAND PACKAGES, HOTEL PACKAGES, and 

AIRLINE SPECIALS ALL OVER THE WORLD. We also 
have RELIGIOUS TRAVEL.

Family Owned & OperatedFull Service Travel Agency Since 1939
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1495 Laurel Street, San Carlos, CA 94070
(650) 595-7750 · www.cruisemarketplace.com

CRUISES • TOURS • LAND PACKAGES • AIR
YOUR ONE-STOP TRAVEL CENTER!

WE’LL BEAT 
ANY PRICE

ASTA - BBB         » Next to Trader Joes «

16 NIGHT PANAMA CANAL

There’s Still Time To 
Save With Explore4 
Offers. All Sailings. 

All Destinations.

ALASKA 
SAILINGS
7 NIGHTS

MAY– SEPTEMBER 2016
DEPART OCTOBER 7, 2016

FROM SAN FRANCISCO

Available on select January 2016 through April 
2017 sailings and select 2015 holiday cruises. 
Offers include:

Plus, receive a $300 onboard spending credit and a 
FREE Canaletto dinner* when you book a suite!

Call or come in for additional savings.

FREE Signature Beverage Package
FREE Pinnacle Grill dinner
FREE or reduced cruise fares for 3rd/4th guests*
50% Reduced Deposit*

UP TO $300 ON BOARD SPENDING MONEY PER CABIN
CELEBRITY VALUED COUPON BOOK

CALL OR COME IN FOR AN EXCLUSIVE AMENITY

San Francisco, Cabo San Lucas, Puerto Vallarta, 
Puerto Quetzal, Puntarenas, Panama Canal, Colon, 

Cartagena, Fort Lauderdale

7-Night ALASKA TRACY ARM FJORD CRUISE
7-Night ALASKA SOUTHERN GLACIER CRUISE
7-Night ALASKA HUBBARD GLACIER CRUISE 

7-Night ALASKA NORTHERN GLACIER CRUISE

BOOK NOW! SAVE! 

PALO ALTO HIGH SCHOOL 
FLEA MARKET
Saturday, October 10 (9am to 3pm)   

50 Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto 
(corner of El Camino and Embarcadero) 
(650) 324-FLEA(3532)    palyflea@gmail.com

Carl’s latest plan: steal tech ideas by lip reading
PALO ALTO ODYSSEY

AS Carl worked feverishly on his 
startup prospectus for building 
and marketing a robot nanny, 

he dreamed that this, fi nally, after all 
these years of  struggling, was his road 
to fame and fortune.

He thought about all the people 
who had told him he would never be 
able to do it. Co-workers who said that 
he was just not a cutting-edge guy. 

Or that he was unlucky. That he was 
just in the wrong place at the wrong 
time; unlike successful startup people 
who just happened to be in the right 
place at the right time.

Forget all those naysayers, thought 
Carl. He’d show them.

Carl thought of  the boss at one of  
his early companies who said Carl was 
not cut out for the creative work. That 
he was a “support” guy, not a creative 
guy. A support guy! He’d show him.

Carl thought about the VCs who 
conned investors. Setting up their 
investments in tranches, and getting 
suckers to invest in a tranche, where 
the VCs would hit in one out of  20 in-
vestments; but risk none of  their own 
money; only yours; then skimming off  
the cream of  the one investment in 20 
that made it.

They were thieves, thought Carl. 
Con men and thieves. He got angrier 
and angrier as he thought about it.

The kids who ran startups were 
suckered by these VCs, in Carl’s view. 
Much of  the equity of  their inventions 
went to the VCs. 

The whole world was a swindle, 
Carl thought. And it had created a 
cultural fi ction about the self-made 
man being the ideal that saved the 
world, who made America strong, and 
built the economy. What baloney, Carl 
thought. A fraud and a swindle. He got 
angrier and angrier.

He refl ected on 
how the VC world was 
rigged. He thought of  
all the people sitting 
around cafes in little 
twos and threes in 
Palo Alto, hatching 
their startup plans.

Suddenly Carl had another idea: to 
teach lip reading. Then people could 
sit in the VC hatching cafes in Palo 
Alto, watch little groups plotting their 
start up plans, read their lips, and steal 
the ideas they were hatching.

Actually, he thought, that one’s not 
bad. Microsoft and Apple boosted 
some of  the their early technology 
from other companies, so why not 
steal outright. It was in the genetics of  
the startup world.

But how would he market a 
lip-reading startup. Maybe online. 
Although someone is probably already 
doing it, Carl further refl ected. For 
the time being, he should stick with 
his robot nanny idea. That was the big 
money winner.

Then Carl’s wife came in. 

“Honey,” she said, “You are making 
yourself  crazy. Stop doing this. I’m 
happy to be the breadwinner. You 
just go to cooking school, and do 
something that makes you happy. I’m 
worried about your health. This is not 
good for you.”

More tomorrow.

This is part 28 of  a 48-part 
fi ctionalized serial, written by 
John Angell Grant with illustra-
tions by Steve Curl.

CARL


