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Is your Convertible 
top ready for the rain?

Auto interiors, boats, leather, 
airplanes, seat repairs. Upholstery Repair

2023 East Bayshore Rd, PALO ALTO  (650) 326-6414

FREE Internet

IndianCHOOSE ONE:
A) First American 

motorcycle, invented the loop 
frame & swingarm, world’s top 
racing bike for 50 years

B) One of  Alice’s 
famous burgers, 
 including bacon, grilled 
onions, and swiss cheese

Breakfast, lunch & dinner  
7 DAYS A WEEKAlice’s Restaurant

Located at the crossroads of Highways 84 and 35 (Skyline)

650.851.0303 - Open Early till Late!
Only a 10 minute drive up the hill in Woodside.

NEW FULL BAR
WITH HAPPY HOUR 

Monday - Thursday 3pm to 7pm

Happy Hour Food Specials 
are available in the bar 
( buffalo wings, nachos, 

pulled pork sliders, & more )

FREE ESTIMATES

Professional - Friendly - Efficient
Same Day Service

Housecleaning

Call 
Nancy

(650) 384-1964
(650) 326-9158

Nancy’s

439 Lambert Avenue, Palo Alto

MAKE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT

(650) 903-7361

Expert repair & 
maintenance

for your European 
performance car. 

www.ecargarage.com

HIGH PERFORMANCE CAR CARE

3163 Middlefield Rd.  
PALO ALTO

NEXT TO PHILZ COFFEE
Located in Midtown Palo Alto

Not responsible for typo’s or misprints in the advertisements.

Château 
Laforge 2012

Bordeaux Blend Red
12 BOTTLE 

CASE SALE

$1999 PER 
BOTTLE

Per 
Bottle 

Sale $2499 
750ml  

Reg. $69.99

Rombauer 
CHARDONNAY

- 12 BOTTLE CASE -

SAVE $144
Save 15% off 

per bottle sale price with purchase of case

FINE WINE 
& SPIRITS

PALO ALTO

Formally Ernies @ Century Wine & Spirits

SAME OWNERSHIP

SAVE $4

Butter 
Chardonnay

Sale Price

$1399 
Sale Price

$1499 
Save $9

RUSSIAN 
STANDARD

1.75L

Sale Price

$6999 
Save $10

Lagavulin
16 yr

SAVE $600
when you purchase a case

Sale Price

$3499 

Flowers 
Pinot Noir & 
Chardonnay

Reg. $49.99

SAVE 
$15

Sale Price

$1499 

Seghesio 
Zinfandel

SAVE 
$10

Reg. $24.99

BILLECART 
Sale 
Price

$3999 
Save $20

Brut

$5999 

Sale 
Price

Save $20

RoseSale Price

$2999 
The Prisoner

Red Blend

SAVE 
$17

Reg. $46.99

Sale Price

$1799 

SAVE 
$13

Reg. $30.99

Cakebread
Cellars

Sauvignon Blanc

Hofbrau 
Mini Keg

$799 
2 for 
$10

Sale Price

PALO ALTO ODYSSEY

MIRANDA decided to trans-
form her parents’ old South-
gate bungalow into an Airbnb.

“But where will you live?” asked her 
friend Valerie.

“I haven’t fi gured that out yet,” said 
Miranda. 

“Are you going to sleep in your car?” 
Valerie teased.

“Well,” said Miranda, “I could buy 
Carl’s Winnebago, then park it in my 
driveway, and sleep in the driveway, 
while I rent out the house.” She was 
only half  joking.

“That makes you a homeless person,” 
said Valerie.

“Not really,” said Miranda, “Just 
retired and on the road.” Then Miran-
da added, “We’re all homeless, Valerie. 
Don’t forget that the material world is 
an illusion.”

Those remarks annoyed Valerie. 
Because Miranda never raised children, 
Valerie felt she did not understand the 
meaning of  family responsibility.

Miranda had, however, crunched the 
numbers and was shocked at how much 
money she could make by renting out 
her Southgate bungalow as an Airbnb.

With the shortage of  housing in Palo 
Alto, and the high cost of  hotel rooms, 
her friend Peach told her she could eas-
ily get a $1,000 a day for her place, rent-
ing it out to families who came to town 
for graduation ceremonies at Stanford, 
or weddings, or other events.

Peach, in fact, had turned her own 
Palo Alto family home into four small 

Airbnb units, and was now grossing 
more than $10,000 a month.

Further, Peach advised Miranda, if  
she wanted to rent out the Southgate 
bungalow for a full academic year to a 
visiting Stanford professor and family, 
she could charge $8,000 a month.

“That’s real money,” thought Miran-
da. The only problem was to fi gure out 
where she would live if  she rented her 
place out.

Moving one step at a time, Miranda 
did some modest home remodeling, and 
then tried an experiment: She rented her 
bungalow out for a long weekend, while 
treating herself  to three days at the Ritz 
Carleton in Half  Moon Bay.

When that seemed to work well, 
Miranda tried a longer rental of  her Palo 
Alto home — this time for a week, while 
she spent her time at the Mount Madon-
na spiritual retreat in Watsonville. That 
went well also.

So at the end of  the month, Miran-
da found herself  $2,000 richer for the 
long weekend, and $5,000 richer for 
the Mount Madonna retreat — minus 
expenses for her own getaways.

Examining her house carefully for 
any wear and tear, after the rentals, Mi-
randa found that the only things missing 
were a cordless mouse for her computer; 
and an old family vase — one she liked, 
which had no monetary value, but which 
was something her mom had bought 
that had emotional value. 

Both items, apparently, had grown 
feet and walked away while Airbnb ten-
ants were staying in her house.

But on the plus side, Miranda was 
$7,000 richer.

“Pinch me,” she said to herself. “This 
could work.”

More tomorrow.

This is part 50 of  a 72-part 
fi ctionalized serial appearing in 
the Daily Post, written by John 
Angell Grant.

Miranda dazzled by money from Airbnb


