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Detective Oxana Bennikov suspected that 
the deceased Palo Alto woman had not slipped 
on a steep grassy slope, hitting her head on a 
rock or a log as she fell. Her instincts told her 
that the woman had been murdered.

She quickly understood that Carla Maxwell 
had many enemies. Maxwell had supervised 
the acquisition of many businesses by her 
hedge fund, and in the course of that work, she 
had whittled down employee rosters, putting 
many people out of work, and making loads of 
enemies.

That enemies list for Maxwell, in fact, ran 
into the hundreds, if not the thousands. She 
was one of the most disliked people in the 
country.

A wife abuser
Oxana also surmised that the woman’s 

husband was a wife abuser. She could feel that 
one in her gut.

Oxana’s father had beaten up her own 
mother; and the fi rst thing her mother had done 
when she got U.S. citizenship was to divorce 
her father.

Men just wanted you to do things their way, 
Oxana thought. They’re wired for that. And if 
you don’t do things their way, some of them 
get violent. In fact, a lot of them get violent. 
That’s the way men are.

It was thousands of years of testosterone evo-
lution, she understood, and the survival of the 
fi ttest. Bulls battle over the heifer, she refl ected, 
and out of that progresses all the destructive 
human wreckage, from which civilization is now 
suffering on the verge of collapse.

When Oxana was an undergrad at Stanford, 
she wanted to become a sociologist, and make a 
difference in the world.

But one day she saw a police offi cer in Palo 
Alto answer a domestic violence call involving a 
classmate. She saw how well the cop had handled 
that — a man no less. Oxana was impressed. She 
sought the offi cer out, and wrote a paper on three 
of the domestic violence cases he had handled. 
During that process, she decided to become a 
police offi cer.

Up through the ranks
Being bright and able, and good with people, 

and now well-educated and motivated, Oxana 
rose through the department’s ranks quickly, 
becoming a detective within fi ve years. And it 
didn’t hurt that she was a Russian woman.

When applying for her fi rst job in the Palo Alto 
Police Department, it actually turned out that 
being a Russian woman had been a plus. 

“We don’t have one of those,” joked the com-
mander who had interviewed her right out of her 
police academy training in the East Bay. Meaning 
a Russian woman.

“Plus,” he said, “You grew up here. At least 
partly. We like that.”

And so she was hired. Oxana Bennikov, born 
in St. Petersburg, Russia, became a Palo Alto po-
lice offi cer, and then within fi ve years, a detective.

Tomorrow: Episode 10. To catch up on pre-
vious episodes, go to johnangellgrant.com.
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Instincts told detective it was murder

Men just wanted you to 
do things their way, Oxana 
thought. They’re wired for 
that. And if you don’t do 
things their way, some of 
them get violent.


