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POST SERIAL

Detective reveals personal information
The Russian police detective came to see me
one more time. “That’s terrible what happened
to your wife,” she said.

“Yes,” I said. “It’s tragic. I don’t know how I
will recover from this.”
“So you loved her?” the cop said.
“Deeply,” I said.

“Like that old rich guy who married the Playboy bunny.”

A Deadly Secret

“Do you think I’m a Playboy bunny,” she said.
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“No,” she said. “I’m not married.”

“That’s so sweet,” the detective said. “She
was a lucky woman.”

“You don’t like men?” I asked?

There was an awkward silence.

The detective continued. “But we’ve been
looking at your wife’s … well ... how should I
put it …?”
“Her love life,” I said.

“Yes,” said the detective. “Your wife’s love
life.”
There was a long silence.

“And you’ve found it to be unusual,” I said.

“Well, maybe not unusual,” said the detective.
“But active. Maybe you can help us with that.”
A personal question
“Are you married?” I asked her. The cop appeared to think about this question. Protocol for
her was to stay professional with suspects, and
not share personal information, but sometimes it
was helpful.
To share with someone you were interviewing, truthfully, about what was going on in your
life, lowered their guard, perhaps, or opened up
a piece of the landscape in which it was easier
to see inside them.

“No,” I said. “I didn’t mean that.”
“What did you mean?” she said.
“Just that you never know,” I said.
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The cop bristled. “I like men fine,” she said.
“Sometimes. If they’re likable.”

“So what happened to your marriage?” I asked.
I was guessing she had told me a lie about not
being married.

Three was a short silence. Then she said,
“Nothing happened to it. It just ended.”

“Ah,” I said. “The old Germaine Greer line.”
“Yes,” she said.

“And why did your marriage end?” I persisted.
“He swapped me for a newer model,” she said.
“Oh,” I said. “I’m sorry.”

“Yes, well,” she said, “Don’t be. It was a long
time ago. I’m over it.”

“Would you consider getting married again?” I
asked.
“Why,” she said. “Are you proposing?”

Like a scene in a movie
“Stranger things have happened,” I said.
“Like what,” she said.

“You never know what?” she said.
“You never know who’s going to end up with
whom,” I said.
“Like you and Carla?” she said.
“Yeah,” I said. “That’s one example.”
The cop looked at me as I reflected on my
wife’s personality. It was like a scene from a
movie.

“Look,” I said. “I don’t know all the details.
Carla had her life. I had my life. Her life was to
go out and rearrange the business world to put a
lot of money in her pocket, and mine was to be
the smiling husband at her side.”
“More like the cuckold?” the cop said.

“Yes,” I said, “Some people have called me
that.”

“That’s must be tough for a man,” said the cop.

“Whatever,” I said. “Some days life is difficult.
You play the hand you’re dealt, and you do the
best you can. That’s all there is.”
“Were you happy?” said the cop.
“Happy enough,” I said.

Tomorrow: Episode 12. To catch up on previous episodes, go to johnangellgrant.com.
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