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This year, about 246,000 women will receive a breast cancer diagnosis. But thanks to advances  
in detection and treatment, there is a decrease in breast cancer deaths among U.S. women.  
Join Stanford Medicine doctors as they discuss breast cancer care and the latest updates in 
treatments and breast reconstruction, survivorship and research. 

Learn from breast specialists about:
• Medical and surgical treatments including 

targeted therapy

• Latest advances in radiation therapy, 
including accelerated partial breast 
irradiation

• Clinical research and cancer genetics

• Breast reconstruction options  
(Special Break-out Session) 

Stanford’s breast cancer experts will share the latest information and answer your questions.

Breast Cancer: Advances  
in Diagnosis and Care
A COMMUNITY TALK

Saturday, Oct 15 
9:30am – 11:00am

Sunnyvale Community Center 
@ the Senior Center 
550 E. Remington Drive, Sunnyvale, CA

RESERVE YOUR SPACE 
Free and open to the public. Seating is limited.  
Please register at stanfordhealthcare.org/events or by calling 650.736.6555.

SPECIAL BREAK-OUT SESSION
Please join us from 11:15am – 12:00pm for a 
break-out session about breast reconstruction 
after the Community Talk. 

Now things are happening quickly.
The fi tness chain that Jordan worked for, Your 

Perfect Body, was purchased by Carla’s hedge 
fund, and Jordan was fi red.

Carla had led the deal, and the wheels were 
turning, so the fact that she had died did not 
stop the company from continuing its work, as it 
rolled over to the next tier of management.

Carla, of course, was a major shareholder in 
the hedge fund she had helped create. Now that 
meant that I was a major shareholder in Carla’s 
business, and a pretty wealthy guy.

The money was rolling in. I liked that.
“Your wife cost me my job,” said Jordan.
“My wife cost a lot of people their jobs,” I 

said. “That’s what she did. That was her work.”
Like a zombie

“So that’s her work?” said Jordan, “Taking 
away other people’s work?”

“That’s what she did,” I repeated.
“So what kind of person would do that?” Jor-

dan asked.
“A dead person?” I joked. I was thinking of 

zombies — the living dead — and how zombie 
stories in recent years have grown to be such a 
big part of our culture.

People these days identify with someone who 

is alive, while being dead inside. It’s one of the 
characteristics of the 21st century. Thus, the pop-
ularity of zombie stories. I think all these ideas 
went over Jordan’s head.

“Actually, there are a lot of vultures out there,” 
I continued. “People who feed off the death of 
others. Welcome to the 2016 world of acqui-
sitions and hedge funds. That’s what they do, 
Jordan.”

The world of business acquisitions
“They buy businesses,” I continued, “Then they 

fi re people. And then, when the businesses are 
lean and mean and making money, they sell them 
back to some sucker who will wreck them again.”

“Why do they do that?” Jordan said.
 

“Why do buzzards eat dead people?” I replied. 
“You grab the meat wherever you can fi nd it.”

“How does Carla live with herself?” Jordan 
asked.

“Well, technically,” I said, “she doesn’t have 
to live with herself anymore, because she’s 
dead.”

“But before she died,” said Jordan, “how did 
she live with herself?”

“Before she died,” I said, “she lived with her-
self quite well.”

“She’s a sociopath,” said Jordan.

“You’re right,” I said. “Carla didn’t care about 
people. She chanted hymns to some mytho-
logical capitalist religion, some free market 
fable, that allowed her to ignore the suffering of 
others.”

“What’s free about a market if nobody has 
jobs?” asked Jordan.

Life in a castle
“If Carla is living in a castle,” I said, “and you 

and everybody else are living in a cardboard 
box down by the river, then she will feel she is 
worth something. Short of that, she feels com-
promised.”

“She is not a well woman,” said Jordan.

It was strange that we were talking about my 
wife as if she were still alive. Truly, Carla was 
like a zombie, returned from the dead. Would I 
ever be able to get rid of her?

Tomorrow: Episode 24. To catch up on pre-
vious episodes, go to johnangellgrant.com.
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Jordan’s fi red, and you can blame Carla

“Actually, there are a lot 
of vultures out there. ... 
People who feed off the 
death of others.”


