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Detective Oxana Bennikov had a crisis of faith.
It began slowly and surreptitiously as she began 

to worry that she had arrested the wrong person for 
the murder of Carla Maxwell — and that an innocent 
man was now on trial.

Detective Bennikov had always relied on her 
instincts. Now she wondered if they had failed her.

Maybe this police work isn’t for me, she thought. 
Maybe I should have stayed in academia, teaching 
people, doing research.

What do they say? Those who can, do — and 
those who cannot, teach?

That’s ridiculous, she thought, refl ecting on 
several teachers, brilliant and generous people, who 
had changed her life. They helped a girl born in St. 
Petersburg, Russia, to a career as a Palo Alto police 
detective.

Unwinding the case
But as to present matters, she wondered about 

unwinding the Carla Maxwell investigation, because 
it was looking like she might have made a mistake.

Was everything she thought about this case 
wrong? Was the killer actually that crazy little fi tness 
trainer?

Jordan was certainly loaded with anger. And de-
spite her tiny size, she had physical strength.

Oxana had to admit that she could imagine Jordan 
jogging the Pearson-Arastradero terrain, waiting in 
ambush for Carla Maxwell, then suddenly hurling 
herself at the jogging woman, hitting her in the head 
with a rock, and pushing her down a hill into a gully.

But the detective’s radar also told her that Marcel 
was an abusive husband. And she really wanted to 
get the abusive husband. Was she letting her person-
al emotions interfere with the case?

Because if the abusive husband was erroneously 
charged, and was innocent as he claimed, of course 
she needed to let that go.

But she disliked the guy. He was a smoothie. And 
she knew he was a chronically dishonest person.

She understood that Marcel had been conning 
his way through life for so long, he didn’t know the 
difference between telling the truth and telling a 
falsehood. He’d said as much himself.

Motive for marriage
“When I married Carla,” Marcel told her during 

one of their interviews, “I realized that my life was a 
fraud. I married her for the fi nancial, social and cul-
tural ride. It’s what people do. That’s what marriage 
is. The romance thing is a new phenomenon.”

His honesty annoyed Oxana, but partly she agreed 
with him. From her education, she knew roman-
tic love had been invented by independent French 
women in the 12th century, who commissioned poets 
to write fables of knights on shining armor, to keep 
those women entertained while the men were away 
at the crusades.

When you turn a myth into fact, Oxana knew, 
trouble ensues.

When she interviewed Jordan, Detective Ben-
nikov had asked her, “So why did you follow Ms. 
Maxwell around?”

“I didn’t follow her around,” said Jordan.

“We have you on video,” said the detective, “Sev-
eral times.”

“It’s a coincidence,” said Jordan.

“Why did you kill her?” she fi nally asked the 
suspect.

“I didn’t kill her,” said Jordan.

“You said you wanted to kill her,” said the detec-
tive. “Several people have told us that.”

“Yes, I wanted to,” said Jordan. “But I didn’t.”

Part of the plan?
“Did you plan ways to do it?” asked the detective. 

“Pushing her down a hill while she was jogging, was 
that one of your ideas?”

“Yes,” said Jordan. “It was one of my ideas. But I 
didn’t do it.”

 Detective Bennikov’s heart just wasn’t in the 
interview.

Tomorrow: Episode 30. Only three more epi-
sodes left. To catch up on previous episodes, go to 
johnangellgrant.com.

 Detective worries she made a mistake
A Deadly SecretA Deadly Secret
Homicide in Palo AltoHomicide in Palo Alto
A fi ctional serial by John Angell Grant


